SBA Meeting October 10, 2006

Thanks to everyone for coming today

We have Quorum

Ratify 1 L election results:

Rachel made a motion to waive proceedings; JR explained the usual formalities

Motion to ratify the results

Stephanie read off all of the winners

All in favor – yay

Motion passes

Dean Raful and Dean Shaw:

To discuss the impending move

Thank you for allowing him to jump onto the agenda

One thing he said to a couple students was that what he has written in the memo is everything that he knows.

Certain things he keeps secret such as how many millions he pays Professor Klein – LOL

Everything about the building he has shared with us

In terms of responsibility and fault there is a lot of fault in a lot of places

It occurred after Monday the next best thing to do would to talk to the students.

He is trying to look for what seem to be the salient issues about moving

As far as the move goes, he wants to say that they are going to try pretty quickly to take groups of students over – 1L’s over in groups, times over Saturday and Sunday where people can go by for tours. This should create excitement.

Other issues in the letter that they are considering as far as plans – a lot is up in the air.

Promises came from the builder, promises came before, very optimistic builder – he is either doing it at a loss or no profit because of a lot of change orders.

It is possible that he could be done enough for us to move in by the end of October.

We could move in the first week of November.

Dean Raful is trying to focus on is that we cant make any decisions yet because we just don’t know

IT is a possibility that it will be done by October 20th – or it could be October 27th 

There are hopeful signs, 90% is done – water isn’t turned on

Issue of whether or not it is better to wait – then the move couldn’t occur until the beginning of January – school starts January 17th – it seems a lot easier to move then.

Issues about moving in the winter

They wanted to bring it to our attention and see how we feel.

IF they don’t get everything done that we need to be done by the end of October then there is no reason to move in November or December. If it is done at the end of October – should we go or should we try to go?

What kinds of things should they take into consideration – Dean Chite has taken a lot of considerations about us

EX: Finley’s

Try to find out from us the things that they ought to consider if at the end of October things are looking good in the new building.

Questions and Comments from the students:

· Rachel – is it possible that this building would be available for students to study in Huntington if students still wanted to study here. ANSWER – this building has not yet been sold – it is being handled by the university. The sale of the building is really up to us if the students really wanted to come here and study. The library is a different issue – the first year memo used to be a non Lexis Westlaw assignment, it is now lexis and Westlaw assignment – so this isn’t really a concern. The books aren’t really boxed or anything, but the building could probably stay open for a while. The other thing would be no Internet access. IF we move everything is going – including the Internet. Once the IT guys move, we have to go with them. The only two issues are security and insurance

· Andrea – there was still some lag and the library would be moving later – ANSWER – we really don’t know. Parts of the library are almost done and there were things we could take over now that people are most likely not moving. It’s really up to Professor Schwartz.

· James Gibbons – if we moved in a weekend – would the school be operating at 100% or is it better to keep everyone here. ANSWER – the thinking is that if a couple things happen next week – ex: doors with handles came this week. If we could move the week after that all of the administrative stuff, probably it would not be difficult for faculty and administration to be over there and working. The wireless pieces are being put up this week. The administrators should be over there from the beginning. Faculty have been told to pack all their stuff. We don’t want to be there without the major departments. IF Admissions wasn’t there for one more week, it would be ok – there could be pieces missing that we could have filled out later.

· Konstantin – busing – List of why we should move as soon as possible. Bus ride that people take is 45 minutes disadvantage in itself. Aside from that problem – people have to seek things elsewhere – the gym is not operable. Every one is paying for gym memberships here. There is no place to study in Central Islip. Could they open any unoccupied room sin the dorms for the students to study as there is nowhere they could study yet.  In terms of the gym – kids were going to be charged 200 a month to use the gym – they weren’t charged because they were paying for it within their leases. Reimbursement or an option to get out of the lease should be given to them. ANSWERS – Dean Chite spoke to him about making the second bus later and Dean Rosenblum is going to check making the later bus Monday through Thursday. Even though it hasn’t been under their control, 

· Harry Pappas: Do you agree that we should be compensated – he agrees it hasn’t been an agreeable situation

· Lisa Canarick: A piecemeal move where everything is going in pieces is really disruptive in the middle of a semester. The things she thinks need to be there on day one – it could be comforting to go into a building where everything is ready to go – when it is time for major studying, everyone shouldn’t be in a state of disarray. IT seems less disruptive to move in a big block of time where everyone could move at once.

· Konstantin: People came here relying on the assumption that we were going to a new school. We will still have classes, we are all mature – just because the hallways look different it shouldn’t be a problem

· Dena Shaw: IT is a fair concern to say it would be disruptive to move piecemeal – we will not be moving on a Friday unless we can effectively run on a Monday – we are not likely to have the entire library on that Monday. It wouldn’t be a piecemeal move where some people move part of the time and other things at other times – as far as the students are concerned, it would be complete.

· JR – hone in on specific issues that you yourself are experiencing.

· Silverman: 1L student who thinks that people came here under the impression that they would be in a new school. Increase gas cost. ANSWER – what he is probably going to be doing they will probably be trying to buy our love with meals, transportation, etc. they are trying to collect some of the ideas RESP: he takes the train in terms of shifting in term of taking the train – it gives you a chance to get a dry run through – if its over a weekend it would be a jarring shift – it will be disruptive for the 1L’s ANS: it will be different for about a day

· Danielle Malovic – no construction will be going on while we are there – a punch list possibly – nothing noisy and all of it during times when there are no classes – he said do all the noisy work now so that we don’t have it going on while we are there

· IL rep: majority of first years are beyond frustrated with the dorm situation – he moved close to Islip. At this point a suggestion made was at the dorms – it is a 12 month lease program – is they can get out of the first three months at least giving them some aid towards the people in the dorms. Those people losing the extra hours and gas. ANS: no one is more frustrated than Dean Raful – all he can say is maybe there are some ways 

· Dubuche: Running on the assumption that evening students use less of the services of the school directly – could the evening students transfer first – ANS: probably not. RES: the evening division is the smallest. There are people who teach in both

· Wilson: will there be some sort of concession for evening students. ANS: very important concern – Schwatz hired new people ANS: he spoke to Artusio last week 0 she said it is farther to go there then to come to Central Islip. Real close in terms of time. 

· DAVE: Given that there was a massive tuition increase – Dean Raful: that is off the table and it is inappropriate to talk about it. ANS: it was not inappropriate except for 1L students. He doesn’t want to know about his scholarship RES: will he consider compensation 

· Adam: What about the site guys ANS: There’s a ribbon cutting ceremony, high school band ANS: They have discussed that – if it isn’t in good shape in November, he isn’t going – CI will be terrific. 

· Jamie: Wit somebody on a ladder changing a light bulb – what’s the difference here or there

· Konstantin: the school has advertised to the country that the campus is with the court – a lot of why we applied to the school is because of where it is going he knows that if a lot of people see the building before break. ANS: We do get a lot of applicants come through during the break – it’s a lot better to see it in Central Islip. 

· Warrin: A lot of people brought up fear of going in while stuff is still going on – He opened several new building in his career there will be a lot of issues to take care of now instead of the dead of winter. ANS: Carl Baurle opened every single locker. He cares about every single locker. We ordered 800 lockers, there are two locker rooms – they numbered 1 through 400 in each room. 200 of them didn’t open right – they went back to the manufacturer and they fixed every one of them. 

· Tom DeLuca – when is the date for determining that we will no longer go in November – ANS: part of it is just watching, he checks almost every day or every other day to see how its going – one answer is that by watching and talking the other answer is that if he really felt by the 27th of October that 95% of those things on the list are done then its possible we can gear up in a week or ten days. By next week we can start doing tours. Remember to wear shoes that are comfortable. Never use the elevator 

· Andrew Kophem: is there any guaranty that if we move in November there will be no disastrous events – ANS: the answer is no there is no guarantee, but he feels pretty good 

· Movers: - They are a local outfit – fall is not a busy time and they know that they are doing it in stage s- what he would really like to do is get everything out of the offices and halls and have that set up by the time that they move in. They are planning to do it in 3 or 4 stages

· Vivek: On the 27th if he is confident that they will move what about the conflicts with different students. By taking people to the building – he is trying to get incentives and gifts. At this point every time he’s spoken to students he’s gotten a pretty down the middle split. The academy hall people are in a different situation than everyone else.

· Joe: can they go there on their own to check it out or do they have to be on their own – ANS: at this point it is still a closed site and the insurance policy only allows 4 people at the school – the Deans. We have skirted that when they’ve taken donors. The union guys are there until 3 and they don’t want anyone in their way. Fight about unions – grass. Really supposed to ask everyone not to go there on their own, but he would really prefer that you resist the temptation to go there and get into trouble with the insurance carrier. They would look away if it were after 3:00.

· Ginu: We have court observances going on – is there a possible way to postpone it until they move into the new building. ANS: Professor Lynn Kramer, spent the last 2 months setting into place all of the judges in the court rooms for the dates that were originally set. It’s just not worth it. RES: People commuting from Manhattan. ANS: He will take care of the transportation – he will get them out there, pick up people from the train, they will be taking care of that. Kramer asked that we not postpone it and he wants to take her word on it – once the students get in there they will really appreciate the program. There will be probably two days where it would be a problem in the morning. IT will only be one group – one morning – it’s really not a lot to ask. There is food involved.

· Visitor: She has been forced to withdraw because of this – what happens if we are in perfect condition and we don’t have a C of O – ANS: there is a special certificate thing going on and he will most

· Pete Mayer: What are the plans with the Bainbridge Competition – ANS: He invited the Chief judge of the SC to come – he thinks they will have to have it here, and again it goes to the issue of floating, rumors that this Friday that room would be done. It is possible that it would be done and they could have the competition there. He thinks they would be more than willing to do it there. He would really like to do it there. On Friday they were just finishing the ceiling. Chairs and tables are already there. He isn’t 100% sure he would love to do it if he can

· Marc Braverman: Too much pressure being put on the workers. ANS: He spent 2 years with these guys and a lot of them – they work their hours and no more. The fact is that they cannot be pushed – they simply have a rate and they do so much because if they are done with the job they aren’t working. He hasn’t seen any evidence of sloppy workmanship. One instance of doing something quickly it was purely cosmetic – SHAW: the one thing he feels strongly about is that there is no safety. RES: They just fixed a ceiling in one room. ANS: It was just done in one room. They are not hurrying. There is truly no evidence of them taking short cuts.

· Harry Pappas: A lot of students feel like administration is not being completely honest. EX: the letter put in the mailboxes. ANS: They had promised the builder that they would not have a meeting with them. He would show Harry on a calendar when they decided what. IF there is any fault in the process – lay blame on him because he was optimistic. He wasn’t holding anything back; he was being optimistic. SHAW: AS soon as we made the decision the students found out about it. The day they made the decision we were told. They held out until the last minute in the hope it would be done and the second they made that decision we new – that’s why they came to the cafeteria. 

EMAIL DEAN RAFUL AT LRAFUL@TOUROLAW.EDU - if we have any questions or comments or even stop in and see him – if there is a rumor please let him know.

****Dorms and meet with library person****

TREASURERS REPORT:

Over the past couple of weeks they had student reports – all of the results as far as budgets will be posted and emailed.

One student organization is here – Anita Gupta – President of the WBA – Breast Cancer Walk

October is Breast cancer awareness month. Office hours are now in the cafeteria. All money is going to America’s cancer society. The walk is on Sunday. She’s spoken to the exec board and Sandra Urby from Balsa – we will be meeting on Sunday at 9:00 at Jones Beach

You need to sign up before you can get the details

WBA decided to do a bake sale closing off the month – last week of October – they decided to do it on October 25th from 9-7pm. Faculty and staff are going to bake the goods all in memory of Deborah Hecht and Carol Shapiro who passed away from cancer. Please help out with WBA to man the tables all day. All money will go to American Cancer society in general. They need out help in case they have an hour that isn’t covered that they could put the food in the office. 

Really hype it up. 

We are having the bake sale no matter what. 

To meet at the race at Field 4 – the lights usually have numbers and meet at one place and then get together it’s a rolling start

T-shirts are available in the SBA Office – please pick one up if you are going to walk. 

Everyone please register for the team on the website – they will walk together and register together and hopefully get walking by 930

Wilson: BALSA is also doing it – they will be starting together.

PRESIDENTS REPORT

Everyone you are required to sign up for a committee. Committee chairs will get a list from Stephanie tomorrow.

Office hours – if you have not signed up for an office hour time – you are required to sign in prior to doing your office hours. You MSUT sign the book and you MUST be in the cafeteria. It is important to stay in cafeteria and solicit donations. There will be a banner in the cafeteria that’s say SBA and you will Velcro your name to the banner. Hopefully we can raise some more money 

Must report to the SBA office to 

WORK A DAY THIS YEAR – program we are required to do with the ABA 

We have decided to have LI Civic center come in – 12 – 15 kids who are at risk youths graduating from this program. We are going to have them come in and we will help them with their applications to college and personal statements. Act as mentors to talk about whatever we think is pertinent.

Fulfill 3 or 4 hours of working with these kids and take pictures with these children.

FRIGHT NIGHT:

On the 26th – this will be done by the 1L reps; it is their job to decorate the cafeteria – Jamie is running. Fright Night is in the cafeteria, your job is to be in there.

Jamie more information to follow.

JDUICIAL REVIEW BOARD:

We can to congratulate all of the new associate justices. Confirmed a few weeks ago

The Chief Justice of the Review Board – this year 

JR explained the JRB to the 1L’s 

This year it is JR’s pleasure to name Todd Jones as the chief justice of the Judicial Review Board.

VP REPORTS:

Denise:
Kerry Fisher 2L rep gave birth to a baby girl.



Flowers and a card to go to Kerry – Andrea suggested this

Rachel:
Working on a basketball tournament 3 on 3 – they will be looking at the basketball court at NYIT. Todd said 5 on 5 instead of 3 on 3.


This is to get people to go to the Springfield Mass tournament in February. 


Andrea point of information – isn’t the Springfield tournament is 5 on 5, Mr. Kurland will be manning the efforts

BARRIESTER BALL – JAMIE LARKIN

Head of student activities, student life

Barristers Ball – two are in Nassau County 2 in Suffolk County

Sit down black tie – OPEN BAR

It will either be February 17th or 24th
Crest Hallow 

Bridgeview

Venetian Yacht Club

One of those dates is inconvenient. Complaints are not being considered.

Itkin: Bridgeview is very nice – outside on the water – very nice though

That is really it – when they finalize a place and a date she will be letting us know

IT IS A BIG DEAL.

Callan – ABA REPORT:

Philadelphia event this weekend, Christian is going on behalf of Touro – she’s hoping someone else has a free weekend. We have upped out efforts for the past few years. She explained everything to the law students. Every year they have a fall meeting and a spring meeting. Whole agenda with 5 or 6 different 

PUBLIC PORTION:

Recognize members 

ADJOURNED

