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Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center Library 

 

 Research Guide #1 
 
 
BEST BRIEF: A SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BRIEF WRITING MATERIALS 
 
This bibliography can be used to find brief writing materials available in the Law Center Library.  
Locations and call numbers appear at the end of each entry.  For some entries, chapters and pages 
applicable to brief writing have been noted.  To locate more books and articles on this topic, search the 
Touro Libraries Catalog and periodical indexes.   
 
BOOKS 
 
Aldisert, Ruggero J.  Winning on Appeal: Better Briefs and Oral Argument.  Rev. 1st ed.  Deerfield, IL, 

Clark Boardman Callaghan, 1996.  RES/MAIN KF 9050 .A935 1996  (ch. 6-14, pp. 81-295)  
Alterman, Irwin.  Plain and Accurate Style in Court Papers.  Philadelphia, ALI-ABA Committee on 

Professional Education, 1987.  REF KF 251 .A47 1987  ( ch. 7, pp. 95-129) 
Bast, Carole M., and Margie Hawkins.  Foundations of Legal Research and Writing.  2d ed.  Albany, 

West/Thomson Learning, 2002.  MAIN KF 240 .B27 2002  (ch. 18, pp. 487-516; includes sample 
briefs) 

Bentele, Ursula, and Eve Cary.  Appellate Advocacy: Principles and Practice: Cases and Materials.  3d 
ed. Cincinnati, Anderson, 1998.  RES KF 9050 .A7 B46 1998  (ch. 8, pp. 322-362) 

Berry, Carole C.  Effective Appellate Advocacy: Brief Writing and Oral Argument.  2d ed.  St. Paul, West, 
1999.  RES KF 251 .B43 1999  (ch.4-6, pp. 54-121; includes sample briefs in Appendix C,D,E) 

Block, Gertrude.  Effective Legal Writing for Law Students and Lawyers.  4th ed.  Westbury, NY, 
Foundation Press, 1992.  RES KF 250 .B56 1992 

Calleros, Charles R.  Legal Method and Writing.  4th ed.  New York, Aspen Law & Business, 2002. 
RES KF 250 .C34 2002  (ch. 21, pp. 417-477; includes sample brief) 

Charrow, Veda  R., and Myra K. Erhardt.  Clear and Effective Legal Writing.  2d ed.  Boston, Little, 
Brown, 1995.  RES KF 250 .C452 1995  (ch. 15, pp. 259-283; includes sample brief)   

Dworsky, Alan L.  The Little Book on Legal Writing.  2d ed.  Littleton, CO, Rothman, 1992. 
RES KF 250 .D88 1992 

Edwards, Linda Holdeman.  Legal Writing: Process, Analysis, and Organization.  2d ed.  Gaithersburg, 
MD, Aspen Law & Business, 1999.  RES KF 250 .E39 1999  (ch. 16-22, pp. 247-370; includes 
sample brief in appendix C) 

Enquist, Anne and Laurel Currie Oates.  Just Writing: Grammar, Punctuation, and Style for the Legal 
Writer.  Gaithersburg, Aspen Law and Business, 2001.  EXT. RES KF 250 .E57 2001 

Faulk, Martha, and Irving M. Mehler.  The Elements of Legal Writing.  New York, Macmillan, 1994. 
RES KF 250 .F38 1994 

Flesch, Rudolf Franz.  How to Write Plain English: A Book for Lawyers and Consumers.  New York, 
Barnes & Noble, 1981, c1979.  RES KF 250 .F57 1981 

Fontham, Michael R., Michael Vitiello, and David W. Miller.  Persuasive written and oral advocacy in 
trial and appellate courts.  New York, Aspen Law & Business, 2002. 
EXT. RES KF 251 .F658 2002  ( ch. 11, pp. 281-307; includes sample brief in appendix II) 

Gale, Frederic G., and Joseph M. Moxley.  How to Write the Winning Brief: Strategies for Effective 
Memoranda, Briefs, Client Letters, and Other Legal Documents.  Chicago, ABA Section of 
General Practice, 1992.  MAIN KF 251 .G34 1992 

Garner, Bryan A.  A Dictionary of Modern Legal Usage.  2d ed.  New York, Oxford U. Press, 1995. 
REF KF 156 .G367 1995 

Garner, Bryan A.  The Elements of Legal Style.  2d ed.  New York, Oxford U. Press, 2002. 
EXT. RES KF 250 .G37 2002 

Garner, Bryan A.  Legal Writing in Plain English… Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2001. 
 RES KF 250 .G373 2001  (sample brief in Appendix B) 
Garner, Bryan A.  The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style.  St. Paul. West Group, 2002. 
 RES/EXT. RES KF 250 .G375 2002  (§19, pp. 331-360; includes a sample brief) 
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Garner, Bryan A.  The Winning Brief: 100 Tips for Persuasive Briefing in Trial and Appellate Courts. 
New York, Oxford U. Press, 1999.  RES KF 251 .G37 1999 

Gaubatz, John T., and Taylor Mattis.  The Moot Court Book: A Student Guide to Appellate Advocacy.  3d 
ed.  Charlottesville, VA, Michie, 1994.  RES KF 281 .A2 G38 1994  (ch. 3, pp. 41-79; includes 
sample brief in appendix) 

Goldfarb, Ronald L., and James C. Raymond.  Clear Understandings: A Guide to Legal Writing.  New 
York, Random House, 1982.  MAIN KF 250 .G64 1982 

Goldstein, Tom, and Jethro K. Lieberman.  The Lawyer’s Guide to Writing Well.  2d ed. Berkeley,  
University of California Press, 2002.  MAIN KF 250 .G65 2002 

Handbook of Appellate Advocacy, prepared by UCLA Moot Court Honors Program; edited by Lawrence 
Brennan…  3d ed.  St. Paul, West, 1993.  RES KF 251 .H36 1993  (ch. 2, pp. 6-17; includes 
sample brief in appendix A) 

Haggard, Thomas R.  The Lawyer’s Book of Rules for Effective Legal Writing.  Littleton, CO, Rothman,  
1997.  RES KF 250 .H34 1997   

Harris, Myra A.  Legal Writing: Principles of Juriography.  Upper Saddle River, NJ, Hall, 1997. 
RES KF 250 .H37 1997  (ch. 7, pp. 121-144) 

Introduction to Advocacy: Research, Writing, and Argument, prepared by Board of Student Advisors,  
Harvard Law School… 6th ed.  St. Paul, Foundation Press, 1996.  RES KF 281 .A2 I57 1996 
 (pp. 39-56; includes sample brief in appendix E)  
Katz, Lucy V.  Winning Words: A Guide to Persuasive Writing for Lawyers.  Clifton, NJ, Law & Business,  

1986.  MAIN KF 250 .K38 1986 
Knibb, David G.  Federal Court of Appeals Manual: A Manual on Practice in the United States Courts of 
 Appeals.  St. Paul, West Group, 2000.  MAIN KF 9052 .K63 2000  (ch. 31, pp. 528-568; includes 

sample brief) 
The Lawyer’s Craft: An Introduction to Legal Analysis, Writing, Research, and Advocacy, by Cathy 

Glaser et al.  Cincinnati, Anderson, 2002.  RES KF 240 .L374 2002  (ch. 19-23, pp. 313-387; 
includes sample briefs in  Appendix D,E) 

LeClercq, Terri.  Guide to Legal Writing Style.  Boston, Little, Brown, 1995.  MAIN KF 250 .L3913 1999 
Levy, Herbert M.  How to Handle an Appeal.  4th ed.  New York, Practising Law Institute, 1999. 

MAIN KF 9050 .L4 1999  (ch. 6-7, pp. 6-1 – 7-39; includes sample briefs in appendix C)    
Martineau, Robert J.  Modern Appellate Practice: Federal and State Civil Appeals. Rochester, NY, 

Lawyers Cooperative, 1983.  RES KF 9050 .M3 1983  (ch. 11, pp. 151-207) 
Maugans, James D.  The Grammatical Lawyer II.  Philadelphia, ALI-ABA Comm. On Continuing 

Professional  Education, 1996.  MAIN KF 250 .M28 1996 
Mellinkoff, David.  Legal Writing: Sense and Nonsense.  St. Paul, West, 1982.  MAIN KF 250 .M44 1982 
Moskovitz, Myron.  Winning an Appeal.  3d ed.  Charlottesville, VA, Michie Butterworth, 1995. 

MAIN KF 9050 .M63 1995  (ch. 3, pp. 13-49; appendix includes 3 sample briefs) 
Neumann, Richard K.  Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing: Structure, Strategy, and Style. 3d ed. 

Boston, Little, Brown, 1998.  RES KF 250 .N48 1998  (ch. 27-29, pp. 345-373; includes sample 
briefs in Appendix F,G) 

Oates, Laurel Currie, Anne Enquist, and Kelly Kunsch.  The Legal Writing Handbook: Research, 
Analysis, and Writing.  2d ed.  Boston, Little, Brown, 1998.  RES KF .O18  1998  (ch. 8, pp. 253- 
367) 

Peck, Girvan.  Writing Persuasive Briefs.  Boston, Little, Brown, 1984.  RES KF 251 .P36  (includes 
sample briefs in appendix A,B) 

Potuto, Josephine R.  Winning Appeals: Persuasive Argument and the Appellate Process.  Notre Dame, 
National Institute for Trial Advocacy, 1992.   MAIN KF 9052 .P67 1992 

A Practical Guide to Legal Writing and Legal Method.  2d ed. by John C. Dernbach… Littleton, CO, 
Rothman, 1994.  RES KF 250 .P72 1994  (ch. 19-24, pp. 215-294; sample briefs in appendix 
B,C,E,F) 

Pratt, Diana Volkmann.  Legal Writing: A Systematic Approach.  2d ed.  St. Paul, West, 1993. 
RES KF 250 .P73 1993  (ch.18-21, pp. 259-318; includes sample briefs in appendix D,E) 

Rambo, Teresa J. Reid, and Leanne J. Pflaum.  Legal Writing by Design: A Guide to Great Briefs and 
Memos.  Durham, Carolina Academic Press, 2001.  RES/EXT. RES/MAIN KF 250 .R35 2001 
(ch. 19-27, pp. 329-466; sample briefs in ch. 35-37, pp. 589-654) 

Ray, Mary Barnard, and Barbara J. Cox.  Beyond the Basics: A Text for Advanced Legal Writing.  St. 
Paul, West, 1991.  RES KF 250 .R38 1991 
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Ray, Mary Barnard, and Jill J. Ramsfield.  Legal Writing – Getting It Right and Getting It Written. 2d ed. 

St. Paul, West, 1993.   MAIN KF 250 .R39 1993 
Re, Edward Domenic, and Joseph R. Re.  Brief Writing and Oral Argument.  8th ed.  Dobbs Ferry, NY, 

Oceana, 1999.  RES KF 251 .R4 1999  ( ch. 5-8, pp. 43-135; sample briefs in Appendix B,D) 
Schultz, Nancy L., and Louis J. Sirico, Jr.  Legal Writing and Other Lawyering Skills.  3d ed.  New York, 

M. Bender, 1998.  MAIN KF 250 .I57 1998  (ch. 23-316; samples in Appendix V-I)  
Shapo, Helene S.,  Marilyn R. Walter, and Elizabeth Fajans.  Writing and Analysis in the Law.  4th  ed. 

Westbury, NY, Foundation Press, 1999.  RES KF 250 .S5 1999  (ch. 18, pp. 298-369; sample 
included in Appendix F) 

Sirico, Louis J.  Persuasive Writing for Lawyers and the Legal Profession.  New York, LexisNexis, 2001. 
RES KF 250 .S54 2001 

Smith, Robert B.  The Literate Lawyer: Legal Writing and Oral Advocacy.  3d ed.  Salem, NH, Butterworth 
Legal, 1995.   MAIN KF 250 .S54 1995  (ch. 6, pp. 113-168, includes sample) 

Statsky, William P., and R. John Wernet.  Case Analysis and Fundamentals of Legal Writing.  3d ed.  St. 
Paul, West, 1989.  RES KF 240 .S78 1989  (ch. 21, pp. 279-297) 

Stern, Robert L.  Appellate Practice in the United States.  2d ed.  Washington, DC, Bureau of National  
Affairs, 1989.  RES/MAIN KF 9050 .S75 1989  (ch. 9-12, pp. 225-359; sample briefs included in 
appendix A,B,C) 

Stott, William.  Write to the Point, and Feel Better About Your Writing.  New York, Columbia University 
Press, 1991.   MAIN PE 1408 .S7665 1991 

Strunk, William.  The Elements of Style… and a Chapter on Writing by E. B. White.   3d ed.  New York,  
Macmillan, 1979.  REF/RES PE 1408 .S772 1979 

Teply, Larry L.  Legal Writing, Analysis, and Oral Argument.  St. Paul, West, 1990. 
RES KF 250 .T47 1990  (ch. 9, pp. 339-371; includes sample brief) 

Weisberg, Richard H.  When Lawyers Write.  Boston, Little, Brown, 1987.  MAIN KF 250 .W44 
Wydick, Richard E.  Plain English for Lawyers.  3d ed.  Durham, NC, Carolina Academic Press, 1994. 

RES KF 250 .W9 1994  
 
ARTICLES 
 
Aldisert, Ruggero J., The Beef of the Brief Isn’t Found in the Fat, Nat’l L.J., Sept. 6, 1993, at 17 
Boehm, David O., Clarity and Candor are Vital in Appellate Advocacy, 71 N.Y. St. B.J. 52 (Nov. 1999) 
Duncan, Sarah B., Pursuing Quality:  Writing a Helpful Brief (Appellate Law in the New Millennium: 

Bridging Theoretical Foundation with Practical Application), 30 St. Mary’s L.J. 1093 (1999) 
Grey, Lawrence, Writing a Good Appellate Brief, 57 N.Y. St. B.J. 24 (Feb. 1985) 
Griffith, Kendall, Effective Brief Writing, 16 Forum 460 (1981) 
Hecht, Nathan L, Extra-Special Secrets of Appellate Brief Writing, 3 Scribes J. Legal Writing 27 (1992) 
Herman, G. Nicholas, Practice Pointers for Appellate Brief Writing:  Arguing the Law and the Facts, 28 

Trial 122 (Sept. 1992) 
Levitan, Mortimer, Confidential Chat on the Craft of Briefing, 4 J.App. Pract. & Process 305 (2002) 
McElhaney, James W., The Art of Persuasive Legal Writing: Briefs Come Alive When Every Word Sings 

to the Reader, 82 A.B.A. J. 76 (Jan. 1996) 
McElhaney, James W., A Matter of Style: What It Takes to Make Legal Writing Look Persuasive, 82 

A.B.A. J. 84 (Apr. 1996) 
McElhaney, James W., Twelve Ways to a Bad Brief: Following Instincts May Hurt a Submission to the 

Court, 82 A.B.A. J. 74 (12/1996) 
Miner, Roger J., Twenty-Five “Dos” for Appellate Brief Writers, 3 Scribes J. Legal Writing 19 (1992) 
Pregerson, Harry, The Seven Sins of Appellate Brief Writing and Other Transgressions, 34 UCLA L. Rev.  

431 (1986) 
Ramsfield, Jill J., Writing High-Impact Briefs: Effective Persuasion Techniques, 30 Trial 54 (Jan. 1994) 
Rosenblatt, Albert M., Brief Writing and Oral Argument in Appellate Practice (New York), 24 Trial Law. Q. 

22 (Fall-Winter 1993) 
Strutin, Kennard R., Quantity Versus Quality in Writing Appellate Briefs, 215 N.Y.L.J. 1 (1996) (3/6/96)  
Walsh, Michael G., Points to Ponder Before Writing Your Next Appellate Brief, 44 Prac. Law. 15 (June 

1998) 
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VIDEOS 
 
Brief Writing and Oral Argument, featuring Edward D. Re.  Dobbs Ferry, NY, Condyne/The Oceana  

Group, 1988. RES KF 251 .R41 1988  (Pt. 1: Writing of the Document; Pt. 2: Trial and Appellate 
Briefs:  Opinion Letters and Memoranda of Law 

Effective Argument to the Court…  ABA Consortium for Professional Education and the Section of 
Litigation; National Institute for Trial Advocacy… Chicago, ABA, c1989. 
RES KF 8870 .Z9 E44 1989  (Tape #EAC1004: Effective Arguments to the U.S. Supreme Court:  
Brief; Study Guide includes sample briefs) 

Making the Oral Argument: the View from the Inside Out… ABA Center for Continuing Legal Education 
and the Section of Litigation in cooperation with the Judicial Division Appellate Judges 
Conference.  Chicago, ABA, 1996.   RES KF 8870 .Z9 M35 1996  (The initial section of the Study 
Guide includes the following article: Writing a Readable, Persuasive Brief.  Rev. ed. by Sanford 
Snetcov.) 

 
OTHER SOURCES 
 
The Library has microform copies of briefs from the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit, and the New York courts (MEDIA CENTER).  Not all briefs are available for each 
court; consult a Reference Librarian for assistance.  In addition, Westlaw and LexisNexis have briefs from 
the U.S. Supreme Court; consult the directories of each service for coverage. 
 
The Harvard Bluebook (REF/RES KF 245 .U55), and various court rules (RES/OTHER LOCATIONS) 
should be consulted as appropriate. 
 
The Legal Methods faculty place copies of sample briefs on reserve at the Circulation Desk in the library 
each year.  1Ls should request samples by name of professor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


