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Traditionally, law schools have taught students how to practice law by training 
them in analysis, legal research and writing, public policy, statutes, legal 
remedies, and an array of other skills central to being an effective attorney. 
With the teaching of so much theory, what many law students lack are the skills 
needed to put theory into practice.  For example, absent from the curriculum in 
many law schools is practical training on how to start and run an economically 
viable law practice. Touro Law Center’s (TLC) curriculum and practical approach 
to teaching have always been ahead of the curve since being a solo or a small 
firm practitioner is especially important to TLC graduates, as many choose to 
return to their hometowns and neighborhoods as solo practitioners providing 
affordable, critical legal services to underserved communities.

CJCLI supports the start-up efforts of 10 TLC graduates over an 18-month 
period as they face the challenges of establishing small, community-based 
firms. For example, CJCLI offers training in basic law office management 
practices, including billing, record keeping, technology, 
bookkeeping, etc. Training is also offered in areas of law 
such as immigration, family, landlord-tenant law and 
in other topics that will arise as these attorneys build 
their practices. Lastly, CJCLI provides opportunities for 
its members to engage in community-based justice 
initiatives designed to increase access to justice.

With CJCLI in place, TLC is in a perfect position to 
prepare its graduates to use their privileged role as a 
community-based lawyer as a catalyst for social change 
and for ensuring greater equity in access to justice. 
TLC is proud to support to its cadre of energetic 
graduates committed to increasing access 
to justice on Long Island and to share the 
CJCLI experience with law schools at 
home and abroad as they are called to 
respond to emerging developments 
in the legal profession and to 
community needs.

In noveMBeR 2013, TLC LAunCheD A LeGAL InCuBAToR foR ITS 

GRADuATeS nAMeD The CoMMunITy JuSTICe CenTeR of LonG 

ISLAnD (CJCLI).  CJCLI BoRRoWS fRoM The MoDeL of SuCCeSSfuL 

BuSIneSS InCuBAToRS DeSIGneD To ASSIST MICRo enTRePReneuRS 

CReATe eConoMICALLy vIABLe BuSIneSSeS.  TLC’S MoDeL hAS 

An ADDITIonAL GoAL of heLPInG CJCLI ATToRneyS CReATe LAW 

PRACTICeS ThAT ADDReSS The unMeT LeGAL neeDS of InDIvIDuALS 

of MoDeRATe To LoW InCoMeS LIvInG AnD WoRKInG on LonG 

ISLAnD AnD In The GReATeR MeTRoPoLITAn AReA.

At a time when so much of what we know or believe is changing, our challenge is to keep up 
with the times by having the courage to consider new and innovative ways to conduct business.

Legal education in the United States, which has not 
been immune from change, is constantly looking for 
ways to prepare law students as they enter the ever-
changing legal profession.


