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EXPERIENCE 

Leslie R. Bennett LLC 
 Principal, January 2011- date 

 Prosecution and defense of civil litigation and representation before administrative agencies, 
with an emphasis on environmental, employment and commercial matters 

 Counseling on regulatory compliance, environmental projects, real property assessments, and 
employment issues 
 

Berkman, Henoch, Peterson, Peddy & Fenchel, P.C. 
Partner, May 2006 - December 2010; Counsel, July 2004 - April 2006 
 Prosecution and defense of litigation in state and federal courts, including commercial, contract, 

employment, environmental, land use, landlord-tenant, personal injury, real estate, toxic tort and 
trust matters 

 Prosecution and defense of regulatory proceedings, including environmental and energy matters 
 Advice to banks, businesses, municipalities and individuals on constitutional, employment, 

environmental and land use matters 
 

McMillan, Rather, Bennett & Rigano, P.C., Melville, New York 
Partner, January 1991 – February 2003, which merged with 

Fischbein Badillo Wagner Harding, New York, New York 
 Partner, March 2003 – June 2004 

 Supervision of litigation practice, which included administrative proceedings, alternate dispute 
resolution, and litigation involving Article 78, civil rights, commercial, computer, criminal, 
employment, environmental, intellectual property, premises liability, product liability, qui tam, 
SEQRA and toxic tort matters  

 Development and implementation of program for treatment and disposal of medical waste for 
association of not-for-profit hospitals on Long Island 

 Defense of claims of discrimination, sexual harassment and other employment law matters 
 Advice to management on OSHA and other regulatory compliance matters 
 Counsel to Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning and Policy Commission 

 
Rivkin, Radler, Dunne & Bayh, Uniondale, New York 

Associate, September 1981 – December 1983 
Partner, January 1984 – January 1991 
 Partner in Charge, Environmental, Health and Regulatory Practice Group 
 Defense of major chemical company in the “Agent Orange” Litigation, with principal responsibility 

for coordination of proceedings before the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation; preparation of 
appellate briefs and motion papers; supervision of the company’s discovery responses and document 
production; and creation of the computer support program 

 Defense of claims in administrative proceedings and litigation involving environmental, regulatory 
and toxic tort matters 

 Development of nationwide program for management of asbestos-containing materials 
 Drafting and revising local laws on infectious waste and underground storage tanks 

 
United States Attorney’s Office, Southern District of New York, New York, New York 

Assistant United States Attorney, Civil Division, May 1977 – September 1981 
 Member, Tax Unit, 1979 – 1981 
 Prosecution of claims on behalf of and defense of claims against the United States and its agencies 
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Simpson Thacher & Bartlett, New York, New York 

Associate, September 1974 – April 1977 
 Participation in prosecution of major antitrust litigation 
 Defense of product liability and other litigation 

 
Honorable Harry E. Kalodner, Senior U.S. Circuit Judge to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Law Clerk, September 1973 – August 1974 
 

Cahill, Gordon, Sonnett, Reindel & Ohl, New York, New York 
Summer Associate, Summer 1972 
 

ACADEMIC AND SEMINAR ACTIVITIES 
Adjunct Professor, Hofstra Law School, Selected Problems in New York Practice, 2012 
Adjunct Professor, Touro Law Center, New York Practice & Civil Procedure Survey,  2013-2021 
Coordinator and presenter at conferences on employment, environmental, litigation and regulatory issues 

 
CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

American Jewish Committee, Long Island 
President of Chapter, July 2004 – June 2006  
Member of board and executive committee 
Participation in programs on antiterrorist, church-state, interfaith, Middle East and national security issues 

Fair Media Council (formerly Long Island Coalition for Fair Broadcasting, Inc.) (prior) 
Member of board and executive committee 
Counsel  

      Long Island Housing Partnership (prior) 
 Member of board 
  
BAR ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 

Member, Federal Bar Council 
Co-Chair of Environmental Law Committee, Nassau County Bar Association, 1997 – 1999 
Member of employment, environmental and litigation committees of American Bar Association, New 
York State Bar Association, Nassau County Bar Association and Suffolk County Bar Association 

 
BAR ADMISSIONS 

New York State 
U.S. Supreme Court 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second, Third and Fifth Circuits 
U.S. Court of Federal Claims 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York 

 
EDUCATION 

New York University School of Law, New York, New York 
Juris Doctor, 1973 

 New York University Law Review, Articles and Book Review Editor 
 John Norton Pomeroy Prize for outstanding academic performance 
 

New York University, Bronx, New York, Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, 1970 


