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WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Certilman Balin Adler & Hyman | East Meadow, New York                         Present – 2016  

Partner – Associate 
 

● Advanced from Intern (Summer 2014) to Associate to Partner with leadership role at top-rated mid-size New York firm 
● Manage numerous subordinates and effectively organize paralegal and associate teams to complete important projects 
● Entrusted with uniquely multi-faceted role as representative of Litigation, Real Estate, and Condominium Practice 

Groups, facilitating transactions and structuring innovative solutions to complex legal and regulatory problems 
● Vindicate clients’ rights in litigation by securing favorable settlements, decisions, judgments, and declaratory relief, 

resulting in numerous multi-million dollar recoveries and other desirable outcomes 

● Structure offering plans governing formation, use, operation and maintenance of residential communities and 

commercial properties, represent developers filing regulatory submissions with the New York State Attorney 

General’s Office, and resolve Sponsor enforcement actions for Martin Act violations 

● Coordinate with state and local agencies and engage in advocacy to address land use, environmental and tax issues  

● Effectuate real property transactions, drafting instruments for, among others, commercial and residential development 

projects, lease and license agreements, collateral assignments, declarations, covenants, restrictions and easements 
● Facilitate entity formation and strategically advise corporate clients regarding governance and legal compliance 
● Represent institutional clients, lenders, banks and credit unions, in connection with municipal disputes, loan defaults, 

foreclosure and bankruptcy proceedings, and asset recovery and collection 
● Develop robust new client roster while maintaining existing relationships and taking on numerous pro bono matters 

● Consistently recognized as a New York Metro area “Rising Star” in law based on fellow attorney evaluations 
● Founded the CBAH Associate Committee and served as its Director from 2019 to 2023, developing and presenting 

continuing legal education programs, liaising with firm’s management and human resources to address Associate 

concerns, and providing guidance to and fostering advancement opportunities for junior-level Associates 

 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court, Chief Justice Thomas G. Saylor & Justice J. Michael Eakin             2015 – 2016 

Law Clerk – Central Legal Staff 
 

● Drafted dispositions of substantially important civil matters involving issues including, without limitation, spousal 

intestate rights following separation but prior to a divorce decree, the effect of 19th century real property title washing on 

hydraulic fracturing rights, funding subsidies for cyber charter schools, renewable energy distribution taxability, and 

workers’ compensation appeals practices 
● Assisted in the preparation of numerous significant majority, concurring, and dissenting Court opinions 
● Researched and drafted reports, dispositional memoranda, orders, and intra-governmental correspondences 
● Maintained allocatur docket for discretionary appeals with tracking methods for timely filings and decisions 
● Evaluated proposals from Rules Promulgation Committees and advised on the implications of proposed Rule changes 
● Regularly handled cases involving the death penalty and life imprisonment, appeals pursuant to the Post-Conviction 

Relief Act, and judgments of sentence rendered illegal pursuant to evolving United States Supreme Court precedent 
 

United States District Court, E.D.N.Y., Honorable Gary R. Brown & Honorable Leonard D. Wexler           2013 

Federal Magistrate Intern – Federal Judicial Intern 
 
 

● Researched and prepared draft bench memoranda, orders, opinions and sanctions, and participated in jury selections, 

discovery scheduling and dispute resolution, depositions, settlement conferences, proceedings, trials and sentencing 
 

PW Enterprise, Inc. | Jamesport, New York; JFK International Airport                                                  2006 – 2012 

Director of Operations – Manager of Customer Relations – Customer Relations Coordinator – Agent 
 

● Ground handled international private charter flight operations for luxury flights at JFK and other fixed-base operations 
● Coordinated arrivals for United Nations Summits and other diplomatic visits, establishing handling protocol 

● Developed and integrated Interline mechanism for private charter staff to utilize scheduled carrier resources 
 

Board of Cooperative Educative Services | H.B. Ward Tech; Westhampton Beach Learning Center                           2002 – 2006  

Teacher’s Assistant – Substitute Teacher – Paraeducator – One-on-One Aide 
 
 

● Fostered the academic development of students with learning and developmental disabilities, assisted in the development 

of individualized educational profiles, facilitated technical education programs, and prepared course materials 
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EDUCATION 
 

Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center | Central Islip, New York                                      Graduated: June 2015 

Juris Doctor, Summa Cum Laude 
 

● Salutatorian, Class Rank 2/146 (Top 1.36%), GPA > 4.0 
● Honors: Law Review, Moot Court Honors Board 
● Involvement: Student Bar Association Class Representative (Elected), Federalist Society 

 

Hofstra University | Hempstead, New York                Graduated: May 2003 

Bachelor of Arts in Speech Communication and Rhetorical Studies 
 

● Honors: Phi Beta Kappa, Gold Key Honor Society, GPA ≈ 3.6 
● Involvement: Tau Epsilon Phi Fraternity 

 

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS 
 

● Bar Admission: New York, California, District of Columbia 
● Supreme Court of the United States 
● United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
● United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York 
● United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
● United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of New York 

 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION 
 

●  New York Metro Super Lawyers Rising Stars, 2019 through 2024 
●  “Ones to Watch in the Law,” Long Island Business News, 2019 
●  Pro Bono Attorney of the Year Recipient, Touro Law Center, 2019 
●  Billy Joel & the Law Conference Co-Organizer 
●  Touro Law Review Publication Selectee 
●  National Quarterfinalist with Touro Moot Court Honors Board 
●  Honorable George C. Pratt Fellowship Recipient 
●  Suffolk County Bar Association’s Award for Academic Excellence Recipient 
●  Touro Law Center Board of Governors Summer Associate Selectee 
●  Pro Bono Service Award for Extraordinary Contribution 
●  CALI Awards for Academic Excellence in Criminal Law, Accounting for Lawyers, International Human Rights,        

First Amendment Seminar, Civil Practice Externship, Outstanding Oral Argument and Best Appellate Brief 
●  Outstanding Contributor Honoree, Civil Aviation Affairs, Kingdom of Bahrain 
●  Emerging Aviation Leader Award & Advisory Board Member, Buenos Aires Interline Sales and Marketing Conference 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

● The Supreme Court’s Heightened Retaliation Standard in Nassar: A Prudent Limitation or a Misguided 
● Restriction to Title VII Claims? Touro Law Review: Vol. 30: No. 4, Article 4 (2014) by Darren Stakey 
● Further Developments in Land Use Ethics 47 Urban Lawyer 739 (Fall 2015) by Patricia E. Salkin and Darren Stakey 
● Law of the Land: A Blog on Land Use and Zoning (2014-16) by Patricia E. Salkin (Contributing Author) 
● Facts Are Stubborn Things: Protecting Due Process from Virulent Publicity, Touro Law Review: Vol. 33: No. 2, Article 8 

(2017) by Benjamin Brafman and Darren Stakey 
● Understanding Licenses and Leases – A Three-Part Series, New York Real Estate Journal (2018-19) by Darren Stakey 
● Are Rights of First Refusal an Invitation to Litigate? Suffolk Lawyer (2021) by Howard Stein and Darren Stakey 

 

LEADERSHIP & INVOLVEMENT 
 

● Chair of the Board of Directors of the Sound Justice Initiative, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that provides 

enrichment education in Suffolk County jails and creates educational pathways for employment upon re-entry 
● Member of the Search Committee for the Michael Magro Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that provides 

resources and support for pediatric cancer patients and their families 
 

PHILANTHROPY 
 

● Passionate contributor and fundraiser for a variety of philanthropic organizations, including Autism Speaks, Charity Cars, 

and the American Liver Foundation 


